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Meeting Overview 

• Review top community priorities 

• Discuss Open Space and 
Conservation topics which fall within 
the City’s Resource Management 
Element 

• Note that historical resources and 
other cultural resources will be 
addressed as part of our discussion 
on Community Character 

• Next Meeting #6 on Mobility: 
Wednesday October 17, 2018



La Verne 2040

Key words to describe the future of La Verne…



RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT



Resource Management Element

State law requires that cities address the
topics of OPEN SPACE and 
CONSERVATION. In their General Plans. 
Given the close relationship of these two 
elements, many cities, including La Verne, 
choose to address them in a combined 
element – in La Verne that element is called 
“Resource Management” 



Open Space Element Requirements

The intent of the required Open Space 
Element is to identify areas that provide value 
in an essentially undeveloped condition and 
create a plan to preserve such areas. 
Reinforces the conservation element and 
guides the identification of resource areas 
that should remain unimproved. 



“Open space” is any parcel or area of land or water 
that is essentially unimproved and devoted to an 
open-space use, such as:
• For the preservation or managed production of natural resources
• For outdoor recreation (places of scenic, historic, and cultural value 

including park and recreation areas) 
• For public heath and safety, including areas that require special 

management because of safety concerns (fire, earthquake, etc) 
• In support of the mission of military installations

• For the protection of Native American resources 

Open Space Element Requirements



Conservation Element Requirements

The intent of the required Conservation 
Element is to describe the jurisdiction’s 
natural resources: land, water, ecosystem 
services and living resources and the benefits 
that these resources provide to the 
community. 



Conservation Element Requirements

The Conservation Element must address the 
conservation, development and utilization of natural 
resources including: 
• Water and its hydraulic force
• Forests
• Soils
• Rivers and other waters
• Harbors and fisheries
• Wildlife
• Minerals and other natural resources 



Current General Plan

Current Vision: We aim to manage our resources so that:
• Parks, facilities, trails and open space connect in a safe and 

logical manner
• Parks and facilities are improved to meet the needs of those

who share them
• Scenic vistas and routes are given priority for development and 

improvements
• Open Space is preserved, acquired when feasible, and 

integrated into the larger system
• Wildlife and native plants are protected
• Air quality is improved and water conservation is practices
• Sustainable development protects the integrity of our natural 

systems and build environment 



Current General Plan

The Current Resource Management element addresses:

1. Parks and recreation
2. Open space
3. Scenic vistas and routes
4. Biological resources
5. Air quality
6. Water conservation
7. Solid waste management
8. Sustainability 



Resource Management Discussion

Climate Change
• How should the City continue to plan for periods of drought, times of extreme heat, 

and other impacts of climate change? Which topics are you most concerned about? 
How important of a role do you think climate change planning should plan in the 
General Plan? 

• How does La Verne view its role/obligation to addressing regional issues?

Park and Recreation Facilities 
• What areas of La Verne do you think are underserved by park space?
• Are there other types of parks and amenities you’d like to see in La Verne?
• Given that La Verne is largely built-out, what types of alternative open space/recreation 

facilities would be a good fit for your community?
• How can developments be incentivized to provide desired public amenities? 



Sustainability 

The Current General Plan defines “sustainability” as: 

• Sustainable development is a concept that encompasses all phases of 
resource management from planning circulation systems that foster 
better air quality to designing landscapes that conserve water and 
energy to providing housing options that encourage better land use and 
promote restoration of existing facilities. A sustainable community 
incorporates all aspects of maintaining a health environment, beyond 
preserving open space, trees and ecologically sensitive habitat; it also 
incorporates transportation systems, housing, economic development, 
and jobs/housing balance.

Is this definition of “sustainability” missing anything? 



www.LaVerne.GeneralPlan.org
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