
X. COMMUN

CITY OF LA VERNE GENERAL PLAN | LU-1 

 
 

  
   

  

   

 

 

 
 

 

Introduction to Land Use    
The Land Use Element provides for a development and resource conservation pattern 
that preserves and protects the clean, quiet, and family-friendly neighborhoods 
throughout La Verne and the City’s beautiful parks and open space facilities, while 
promoting opportunities for economic development, high-quality local job growth, 
and fiscal sustainability. The Land Use Element demonstrates the City’s commitment 
to providing for strong local job growth and economic development opportunities, and 
retaining La Verne’s high quality of life by providing a range of housing types that 
promote a safe and family-oriented living environment. La Verne is a largely built-out 
community with limited vacant land. Desirable new growth consistent with the 
Community Vision is directed along the City’s key corridors (Foothill Boulevard and 
Arrow Highway) and around its major activity and business centers (Old Town La 
Verne, the Gold Line station, La Verne Business Park/Brackett Field). By planning 
carefully for how and where to accommodate future growth, La Verne is prioritizing 
the preservation and maintenance of its existing residential neighborhoods which 
continue to serve as one of the most defining features of this special community.  

Organization of Element 

The Land Use Element will address each of the topics below as they relate to La Verne. 
The goals and policies of this element are organized around the following topics:  

 Land Use Mix 
 Growth Management  
 Residential Development 

 Hillside Development 
 Community Character 
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GOAL LU-1 LAND USE MIX   

A City with a land use plan that supports a diverse, self-sufficient community 
that offers a variety of housing types, job opportunities, institutional uses, 
community facilities, and commercial services.    

Policies 
LU-1.1 Land Use Pattern. Provide for a mix of housing, employment, service, and recreational 

opportunities that promotes efficient development, reduces pollution, automobile dependence, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure of energy and other resources; ensures 
compatibility between uses; enhances community livability and public health; and sustains 
economic vitality. This could include:  

 Utilizing mixed-use development to create unique and varied housing, where appropriate. 

 Accommodating a range of land uses which meet the economic and socials needs of the 
City. 

 Incorporating creative and attractive open space into development project. 

 Providing a high standard of maintenance and quality of construction of facilities and 
grounds in public spaces (e.g. parks, landscaped areas); taking into account the need to 
conserve water and energy.  

LU-1.2 Open Space Areas. Create, maintain, and expand recreational and open space lands to the 
extent feasible.  

LU-1.3 Activity Areas. Promote the development or redevelopment of distinct, well-designed 
destinations featuring a mix of residential and commercial uses that are well-integrated with 
surrounding development, accessible from transit and walking and biking oaths, and serve as 
focal points in the community.  

LU-1.4 Commercial and Industrial Uses. Support a balanced distribution of well-maintained, 
functional, and appropriate commercial business and industrial use areas to expand local 
employment opportunities and support a stable tax base.    

LU-1.5 Aging Business Operations. Support the redevelopment and repositioning of aging business 
operations to updated, clean, and, if appropriate, mixed-use business parks.  

LU-1.6 High Visibility Commercial Development. Encourage commercial development adjacent to 
highway and transit-oriented corridors to take advantage of the visibility and access 
opportunities.  

LU-1.7 Development Review Process. Encourage simplification of the development review process to 
facilitate new projects without sacrificing health, safety, design, and community character.  
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LU-1.8 Development Standards Consistency. Encourage quality development consistent with our 
development standards. 

LU-1.9 Growth Pattern. Strongly encourage new development to occur in infill locations in a balanced 
and efficient patter than reduces sprawl, preserves open space, and creates convenient 
connections to other land uses and transportation facilities.  

LU-1.10 Land Use Change. When opportunities for land use change arise, seek input from property 
owners, the surrounding neighborhood or district, and other stakeholders during the 
consideration process so as to determine appropriateness or further inform development 
strategies; this could include identifying and considering the financial impacts associated with a 
proposed change in land use.  
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GOAL LU-2 GROWTH MANAGEMENT  

A community that thoughtfully plans for and manages desirable future growth 
within its jurisdiction and its Sphere of Influence.    

Policies 
 Development and Services. Balance quality development with adequate and equitable 

distribution of services, resources, and amenities throughout the City.  

 Upgrade of Services. Place a high priority on upgrading local services to meet our current and 
anticipated demand.  

 Areas with Limited Local Services. Provide strict development controls in areas with limited 
local services. 

 Sphere of Influence Areas. Require development in the City’s Sphere of Influence to be 
compatible with adjacent development and consistent with the City’s design and service 
expectations. 

 Neighboring Jurisdictions. Cooperate with other jurisdictions in developing compatible land 
uses on neighboring lands.    

 Claremont MOU. Observe and implement our Memorandum of Understanding with 
Claremont for the sensitive development and protection of ecologically significant lands in the 
unincorporated sphere of influence areas between the two cities. 

 Monitoring. Actively monitor, engage in conversation, and comment on proposed 
development along our City boundaries.  

 Annexation. Discourage annexation that may negatively impact our long-term ability to 
finance, maintain, and operate facilities; seek projects that contribute to a positive revenue 
flow.  

 Expansion of Water and Sewer Facilities. Prohibit the extension of water and sewer facilities 
to unincorporated areas unless those parcels annex to the City and observe our environmental 
and development standards.  

 Cohesive and Integrated Development. Implement the City’s existing Specific Plans and 
encourage the creation of new Specific plans to provide for the cohesive and integrated 
development of new areas, large projects, complex or multi-parcel sites, areas with multiple 
property owners, and/or areas of special importance to the community.  

 Growth Accommodation. Accommodate the appropriate level of growth for the San Gabriel 
Valley as determined by input made by the San Gabriel Valley Cities through Southern 
California Association of Government projections. 
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GOAL LU-3 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT  

A community that preserves and protects its residential neighborhoods.    

Policies 
LU-3.1 Single Family Homes. Maintain La Verne’s predominant land use of single family residential, 

while providing for a mix of housing types throughout the community for people of various 
ages and incomes.  

LU-3.2 Individual Neighborhoods. Recognize and celebrate the unique identities of individual 
neighborhoods in La Verne and courage the enhancement of characteristics that make each 
neighborhood special.  

LU-3.3 Preserve Single--family Homes. Direct growth away from established single-family residential 
neighborhoods onto underutilized parcels along the community’s corridors or around special 
activity centers.  

LU-3.4 Land Use Compatibility. Development at the interface of residential land use designations 
with other designations shall be designed to ensure compatibility between the uses and to 
reduce any potential negative impacts associated with aesthetics, noise, and safety.  

LU-3.5 Clustered Development. Where appropriate, encourage clustered development and the 
clustering of housing so that larger areas of open space may be permanently preserved. 
Clustered development may provide flexibility in site design and layout to allow for smaller lot 
sizes, but shall not allow a project to exceed the gross density ranges established under the 
City’s land use designations.     

LU-3.6 Sensitive Uses. Locate residences away from areas of excessive noise, smoke, or dust and 
ensure that adequate provisions, including buffers or transitional uses, are made to ensure the 
health and well-being of existing and future residents.  

LU-3.7 Safe and Cohesive Neighborhoods. Promote the design of neighborhoods that are safe and 
cohesive.  
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GOAL LU-4 HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT  

A community defined by safe and subtle hillside development.  

Policies 
LU-4.1 Development Level. Maintain low density/intensity land use designations in our hillside areas.  

LU-4.2 Natural Grading. Encourage natural grading techniques that blend with existing topography; 
grading should use rounded contours on slopes to minimize disturbance. Encourage the 
preservation of the physical shape of the hillside and views where feasible.  

LU-4.3 Constraints. Analyze and consider development constraints within our Hillside Residential 
areas when reviewing new development applications.  

LU-4.4 Site Design Techniques.  To the extent feasible, require the implementation of strategic site 
and building design techniques to shield new hillside development from view from the valley 
floor below.  

LU-4.5 Slope Levels. Prohibit development in areas with a natural slope of 25 percent or greater; 
roads to service development may be permitted in these areas if they are designed to 
minimize visibility and grading scars.  

LU-4.6 Pad Grading. Discourage conventional flat pad grading in hillside areas exceeding 10 percent 
slope.  

LU-4.7 Off-Site Views. Preserve off-site views by prohibiting hillside grading and development 
practices which damage the integrity of hillside areas.  

LU-4.8 Subdivision Ordinance and Hillside Ordinance. Enforce our Subdivision Ordinance and 
Hillside Development Overlay Zone, which establish standards for grading along ridgelines, 
saddles, knolls, canyons, and other significant topographic features.  

LU-4.9 Elevation Level. Deny development above the 1780’ elevation line unless it can be concealed 
from offsite view.  

LU-4.10 Natural Fire Breaks. Preserve our natural fire breaks through designated open space land use.  

LU-4.11 Materials. Building materials and colors should blend with the natural landscape.  
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GOAL LU-5 COMMUNITY CHARACTER  

A community featuring a distinctive community character as demonstrated by 
its land use pattern, special activity areas, and use compatibility strategies.   

Policies 
LU-5.1 Small-Town Character. Support new development that enhances the City’s small-town 

character and reputation.  

LU-5.2 Citywide Development Standards and Guidelines. Provide, periodically update, and 
consistency enforce comprehensive citywide development standards and guidelines.   

LU-5.3 Zoning Standards. Adhere to our zoning standards and regulations for specific plan areas, 
master plan areas, and special overlay zones and districts.  

LU-5.4 Impact Evaluation. Evaluate each development proposal for impact upon the neighborhood, 
City and San Gabriel Valley region. 

LU-5.5 Project Compatibility. Strive to ensure appropriate transitions in scale, development, and 
intensity between residential and nonresidential uses; between adjacent residences or uses 
within a defined neighborhood and within areas of different densities.  

LU-5.6 Gated Communities. Allow gated communities only when it can be shown that the 
community at-large benefits from their installation, or when a significant public purpose is 
served.  

LU-5.7 Private Streets. Encourage new private developments to include small neighborhoods with 
appropriately-sized streets that are sensitive to natural terrain and successful at slowing traffic.  

LU-5.8 Open Space Dedications. Require open space dedications to be granted to a nonprofit 
conservancy, created by La Verne, to manage.  

LU-5.9 Defensible Space Planning. Encourage the incorporation of defensible space planning in new 
development to support a high level of available design protection for our neighborhoods.  

LU-5.10 Mixed-Use Development. Encourage creative mixed-use development in accordance with the 
City’s zoning regulations and in special activity areas.  

LU-5.11 Specific Plans. Require that development projects comply with applicable regulations when 
they are located within a Specific Plan area.  
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